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Malachi 1 & 2 Small Group Discussion Questions

· The passage opens with God’s words, “I have loved you,” but Israel responds, “How have You loved us?”
· Why do you think the Israelites questioned God's love at this moment in history?
· When have you found yourself asking a similar question?
· Wesley said that “God’s love doesn’t start with our worth, it starts with His heart.”
· How is this different from how we often think about love (from others, or from God)?
· How does this truth challenge or encourage your current view of God?
· The difference between Jacob and Esau wasn’t merit but mercy. How does God’s covenant love offer security in seasons when we feel unworthy or weak? 
· Wesley said, “What you believe about God’s love always shows up in your worship.” What are some ways you have seen worship affected by a false belief about God’s love?
· Do you worship like someone trying to earn God’s love or someone resting in it?
· How does God describe the people’s worship in verses 6-8? What made it “polluted” or “despised”?
· Why is offering our “leftovers” to God such a serious offense?
· The people were technically following the rituals, yet God rejected their sacrifices. What’s the difference between outward ritual and genuine worship?
· When are you tempted to offer God empty routines?
· God says He would rather the temple doors be shut than receive hollow worship. What does that teach us about God’s priorities for His people?
· If God assessed your worship life today, what do you think He would say?
· Read Malachi 2:1-9. God doesn’t just criticize the people, He also rebukes the priests. Why is that significant?
· What was their role in Israel, and how had they failed?
· The sermon said: “God doesn’t replace priests with pastors, He replaces priests with Jesus.” What did he mean by that?
· Reflect on Hebrews 7:23-25. Why is it good news that Jesus is our perfect High Priest? 
· How does this change the way we think about prayer, confession, and access to God?
· Hebrews 7 says Jesus “is able to save to the uttermost.” What does “to the uttermost” mean to you personally?
· Where do you still need to experience the full saving work of Christ?
· In what ways has this passage exposed patterns of hollow worship or misplaced affections in your own life?
· This week, how can you intentionally give God your first and best instead of your leftovers?
· What rhythms (morning devotions, prayer walks, worship playlists, etc.) can help reorient your heart toward God’s presence, not just your performance?
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