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Mark 11:1-11 Small Group Discussion Questions

· What stands out to you about the way Jesus enters Jerusalem? What does his choice of riding on a donkey communicate?
· Ben described Palm Sunday as one of the most unusual and significant scenes in the Gospels. Why do you think all four Gospel writers include it?
· What is it about this event that makes it central to Jesus’ mission?
· How does Palm Sunday prepare the reader for Good Friday and Easter?
· The crowd shouts “Hosanna!” Hosanna means “Save us now!” or “Please save!” What were they expecting from Jesus as King, based on the sermon and text?
· Do you think they understood what they were saying?
· What kind of salvation do you think they had in mind?
· Why do you think Jesus’ quiet entry into the Temple in verse 11 is so anticlimactic? What’s the significance of that moment?
· Ben said: “The same crowd that worshipped Jesus later shouted, ‘Crucify him.’” What does that reveal about the condition of their hearts?
· What does that say about how shallow or situational their faith may have been?
· What misunderstandings of “the Christ” might they have had?
· How did Jesus’ mission differ from theirs?
·  
· How do we sometimes crown Jesus as King over only part of our lives instead of all of it?
· What are examples of areas people try to keep off-limits to God?
· Are there areas in your life where Jesus is more like an advisor than a King?
· What are some examples of "rival kings" people often serve today? What rival kings try to claim the throne in your own life?
· How do these kings promise to make us “whole?” Why do they always fall short?
· Ben asked: “Have you crowned Jesus to be something in your life that he never claimed to be?”
· What are the risks of redefining Jesus to fit your preferences?
· Sometimes we can primarily look to Jesus only as a life coach, a therapist, an activist, or a prosperity giver. Which one is easiest for our culture to fall into? Why? 
· What would it practically look like for Jesus to be King over all of your life this week?
· What habits or attitudes would change?
· What decisions would you make differently if Jesus were your true King in that area?
· Ben made the point that Jesus “is the only King who serves you, loves you, sacrifices for you, and truly makes you whole.”
· How does this truth make Jesus’ kingship different from any other authority in your life?
· How can remembering the cross strengthen your obedience this week?
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